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Cow tales: Dressed as a Holstein, Lee Bock of the Brown County Library. About 80 people listened 
Pulaski tells the story When Bluebell Sang during a to the story about a cow named Bluebell that could 
summer reading program at the Denmark Branch of sing. 












Denmark grows, 
but still has its 
country charm 


By Gary Dodge 

Press-Gazette 

DENMARK — No longer an 
isolated farming village, Den¬ 
mark has become a bedroom 
community of Green Bay, resi¬ 
dents say. 

"More and more people are 
moving out here to live because 
taxes are cheaper, housing is 
cheaper and it is a conservative 
community,” says Robert Sand¬ 
berg, 49. village justice for 11 
__ years and a 
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Sandberg, 319 Prospect St., es¬ 
timates that 95 percent of people 
moving here and 50 percent to 60 
percent of the entire village of 
1,622 hold jobs in Green Bay. 

It once had less than 200 resi¬ 
dents, say6 village Clerk-Trea¬ 
surer Helen Mleziva. 

Those residents voted 109-26 in 
1915 to become a village, Mleziva 
says. 

Denmark celebrates its 75th 
anniversary of incorporation 
this weekend in conjunction 
with the Denmark Lion’s Club 
picnic and activities. 

Two residents remember a bus 
tling Denmark. 

Nell Jacobson, 141 Highridge 
Ave., moved to Denmark from 
Birnamwood in 1921 when her 
late husband, Harvey, opened a 
veterinary practice. 

A few years later, the dirt 


streets were paved. The commu¬ 
nity had three doctors and two 
dentists serving about 600 peo¬ 
ple, says Jacobson, 92. 

"We had shows five nights a 
week so we didn’t have to go to 
Green Bay,” she says. 

Because of her husband’s prac¬ 
tice, Jacobson says she met many 
farmers. 

"I knew all the farmers. They 
used to have 20 cows. Now. they 
have 75 to 100 and sometimes 200 
to 300,” she says. 

Dan Wochos, 87, 134 St. 

Claude St., graduated with Den¬ 
mark’s first high school class in 
1921. 

A farmer’s market the first 
Monday of every month included 
the sale of cattle. Wochos says. 

Cattle were stored in stock- 
yards until they could be shipped 
to Milwaukee and Chicago on 
the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad. 

Although the community’s 
economic ties to Green Bay are 
growing stronger, it still holds a 
country’ charm, residents say. 

Denmark is M a closely knit 
community, where if you get in 
trouble, your neighbors and 
friends are willing to help you,” 
Sandberg says. 

"Everyone knbws everyone’s 

business. In a way it’s good. 
When our kids were young, if 
they got into trouble or injured, 
people knew who to call.” 

A lifelong Denmark resident. 

Please see Denmark/B-2 



School leader: David Ewald is the Denmark 
school superintendent. 



Sidewalk stroll: Travis McFall, 7, left, Jessica 
Dunning, 9, and Carla McFall, pushing daughter 
Kimberly, 3, walk along Main Street. 



The Denmark file 

□ Population: 1,622 

□ Denmark School District 1,450 
students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. One hundred students in 
preschool The district covers a 165- 
square-mile area 

□ Churches: Our Savior's Lutheran, 
Zion United Methodist, All Saints 
Catholic and Christ Lutheran 


“(Denmark is) a closely 
knit community, where 
if you get in trouble, 
your neighbors and 
friends are willing to 
help you.” 

— Robert Sandberg, village 
justice and teacher 











□ Denmark 

Penny Wanish, 29, 311 Prospect 
St., says she likes the idea of know¬ 
ing her neighbors. 

"You feel safe. You don’t have to 
lock your doors," says Wanish who 
works at Lorries Hometown Cafe 
& Catering on Wisconsin Avenue. 

"Everyone is real common folk. 
Everyone is unassuming." 

Her mother, Hazel Wanish, 62, 
also of 311 Prospect St., says she 
came from Mountain to Denmark 
when she was 18 to visit her moth¬ 
er. 

She never returned and eventu¬ 
ally met her late husband, Charles. 

"I liked the friendliness of the 
small town people," Hazel Wanish 
says. "When I lost my husband, 
people helped me out.” 

The community once was home 
to a brewery and a general store, 
she says. 

Sandberg and Denmark School 
District Superintendent David 
Ewald say when they moved to 
Denmark they grew fond of the 
close-knit community and stayed. 

Sandberg, a Fond du Lac native, 
says he moved to Denmark for his 
first teaching job. 

"I liked the town. It was a good 
place to raise your kids. You still 
have Green Bay 16 miles away for 
any night life or entertainment you 
want," he says. 

Ewald, 46, moved here 13 years 
ago from New York. 

He taught elementary classes 
until he became superintendent 
two years ago. He says he knows 
most families in the community. 

Children play in village parks or 
attend activities scheduled at the 
Denmark Branch of the Brown 
County Library inside the munici¬ 
pal building. 

People entertain themselves at 
local taverns, baseball games and 
the Lions Club picnic. 

As village justice, Sandberg 
knows the community’s pulse. 

Most crimes involve traffic vio 
lations because the majority of res¬ 
idents obey the law, he says. 

Traffic laws are embedded into 


the minds of newly licensed driv¬ 
ers. 

The most common offense for 
young drivers: Squealing tires, a 
$65 fine. 

His village justice position also 
carries weight in the classroom. 

"I have better control of kids in 
the class because they know they’ll 
eventually see me across the 
bench," he says. 

Sandberg conducts court in this 
quiet Brown County community 
the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month at the municipal build¬ 
ing, 118 E. Main St. 

But sometimes he’s conducted 
court at odd hours. 

Once, he held court at 2:30 a.m. 
at a village mini mart. Sandberg 
was riding with police Chief Jerry 
Lauters that night. 

"We got a silent alarm for an 
armed robbery at a mini mart and 
all it was was a guy supposedly left 
without paying for gas," he says. 

Come to find out, the man could 
not get his gas cap unlocked and 
left. 

"I found the guy innocent.” 


■ Next week: Stiles in Oconto 
County 




